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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON TAVITS/PELL TRIP TO CUBA 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM STATE DEPARTMENT NOON BRIEFING 
OCTOBER 2: 

Q: WHAT’S THE STATE DEPARTMENTS REACTION TO THE TRIP 
TAKEN TO CUBA BY SENATORS JAVITS AND PELL AND THEIR CONTACT 
WITH THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT? 

A: WELL WE HAVE SAID HERE BEFORE THAT THEY REPRESENTED 
THEMSELVES AND THE COMMITTEE AND CERTAINLY NOT THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH. WE HAD SOMETHING TO SAY YESTERDAY ABOUT THEIR 
JUDGMENTS, FOLLOWING THEIR VISIT, WHICH WE DON'T NECESSARILY 
AGREE WITH AND I WILL JUST LEAVE IT THERE. 

Q: ALSO ON CUBA, HAS ANY OEFICER OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
HAD ANY CONTACT WITH THE CUBAN HEALTH MINISTER WHO IS 
ATTENDING THE MEETING ACROSS THE STREET? 
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A: I DON'T BELIEVE SO AND I WOULD DOUBT THAT THERE ARE ANY 
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SUCH PLANS. I'LL CHECK IT BUT I JUST DON’T BELIEVE SO. 

(SPOKESMAN LATER ASCERTAINED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO CONTACT 
WITH THE MINISTER WITH, OF COURSE, THE EXCEPTION OF THE U.S. 
DELEGATION TO THE SAME PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION.) 

Q: THE JAVITS AND PELL VISIT OTHER THAN THEIR NOT SPEAKING 
FOR THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT FEEL 
THAT SUCH TRIPS, SPECIFICALLY THAT TRIP, DOES ANY HARM? 

A: WELL, AS YOU KNOW, WE VALIDATED THEIR PASSPORTS. I 
REALLY DON'T KNOW HOW TO ANSWER THE QUESTION. I WOULD 
JUST REPEAT WHAT I SAID BEFORE - WE DON'T NECESSARILY 
AGREE WITH THEIR JUDGMENTS. MAW 
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